Bad visibility hindered operations on both sides for the next few days but two Sea Harrier
were lost thought to be mid air collision or disorientation due to lack of horizon. Returning
in bad weather to Hermes with a cloud base of 50ft Dave approached below deck level
intending to hop up into cloud only to find he had arrived at the bow instead of the stern
which required a nifty bit of flying around the bow to position the aircraft correctly. On
observing this unorthodox manoeuvre the Captain asked 'What is Mog doing” to be told
“Crashing sir” but all went well. D-day was 21> May and the role was now to protect the
landings by flying Combat Air Patrols in strategic positions around Falkland sound to
deter attacks. During one of these sorties a movement was spotted which was one of
three Pumas escorted by an Agusta A.109 gunship flying low into Port Howard with
replacement Shorts Blowpipe missiles and mortar rounds. A close overshoot from the
dive turned into a kill when the jet wash or wing tip vortices de stabilised the helicopter [
which then crashed, rolled over and blew up. The gunship was successfully attacked in Flklands artefacts including Sea
an orthodox rear attack and another Puma was strafed having landed in an attempt to Harrier fin damage

evade. Following D-day a landing strip had been laid which increased dramatically the
available time on CAP by being able to refuel. Just before completing a patrol and returning to Hermes a flight of 4
Skyhawks attacked a small landing craft and Dave was in position to dive and shoot down two Skyhawks with his
Sidewinders, his wingman downing one other that Dave had fired at with his guns. Very low on fuel the pair arrived
back with an egg-cup ful each. There were no further actions before the Argentinian surrender on 14™ June. Dave's
talk was punctuated throughout with numerous anecdotes and the exceptional round of applause was fully justified.
He omitted to mention that he is author of “Hostile Skies” which recounts his experience and is well worth reading.

“PURPLE PLAIN"

| was browsing the latest (November) edition of “Flypast” and a photo in the “Flypost” section on page 48 caught my
eye. A reader is appealing for information on identifing the Mosquito aircrew pictured with Gregory Peck during the
making of the 1954 film “The Purple Plain”. This set me thinking, then | remembered a former member of the New
Forest Aviation Group, Norman « ’

Geary, telling me back in 2007, that
he had done some of the flying
sequences for the film, on location in
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). Sadly,
Norman passed away a few years
ago, but I remember him also telling
me that one time he had delivered a
Victor into Handley Page at Radlett
and had to almost stand on the
brakes to stop on the rather short
runway. Norman went on to instruct at
the CFS on Meteors around 1955 and
also gained an exchange posting to
RAAF Pearce, just outside

Perth, Australia, where he instructed
on the Aeromacchi MB.326. So | can confirm that the rather youthful looking chap to the
right of Mr Peck is indeed Norman!! | believe Norman ended his flying career giving air
experience flights to Air Cadets on DH Chipmunks at Hurn in the 1980's.

“Purple Plain” RAF aircrew and Mr Peck, Ceylon,1954

Gregory Peck (left) and Norman
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